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A DAY FOR LIFE

Shayne Bedal / The Essex County Crier

Top sponsor Marcia Mayhew, President of Mayhew, a company that prides itself on ingenuity building office 
space from interior design to construction, swang into action when the call for help was made.  Below are the 

fleet of golf carts needed at the Kingsville Golf and County Club.

By Sarah Bedal
The Essex County Crier

One organ and tis-
sue donor can save 
8 lives, and enhance 

75 more.  In the case of 
Kingsville hero Trevor Louis 
Funkenhauser, three lives 
were saved.  Family and 
friends faced tragic news on 
June 30, 2006 when Trevor’s 
life was taken away.  Trevor 
had a rare bacterial infec-
tion that lead to the disease 

called endocarditis.  The 
aortic valve in his heart was 
destroyed, which lead to 
several strokes.  The dam-
age caused eventually lead 
to his death at the age of 35.  
Trevor was a devoted and 
generous person, as a hus-
band, son, brother, uncle, 
and friend.  Even beyond life 
though, Trevor was commit-
ted to helping others by be-
ing a registered organ donor.

The Trillium Gift of Life 
Network is Ontario’s organ 
and tissue donation agency.  
Not only does the agency 
help individuals make edu-
cated decisions about organ 

and tissue donation, it is also 
responsible for the develop-
ment of hospital programs, 
planning, promotion, co-
ordination, and manage-
ment of the organ and tissue 
donation system in Ontario.  
Beyond the organization’s 
clinical operations, the in-
formation technology sys-
tems required to manage the 
transplant list, match donors 
with recipients, and coordin-
ate the donated organs and 
tissue with the delivery to 
those waiting is extensive.  
Organ and tissue donation 
and transplants are very fast 
paced and it is very challen-

g i n g 
to get 
the right 
information to 
the right person 
at the right time.  
Efficient planning 
and organization is 
crucial for success-
ful outcomes for each 
transplant.  

Supporting the Tril-
lium Gift of Life Network 
is how the Funkenhauser 
Family has decided to 
carry on the memory of 
Trevor.  The first annual A 
Day For A Life Golf Tour-
nament took place on June 
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30, 2010 at the Kingsville 
Golf & Country Club not 

only to honour Trevor’s 
memory but to raise aware-

ness and funds for organ do-
nation.

With major help of the 
Mayhew Group and Rafih 
Automotive Group, the 
event was a success with 170 
golfers out to enjoy the per-
fect weather.  Golf carts were 
lined up ready for the day’s 
battle, all bearing the green 
ribbon of the Trillium Gift of 
Life Network.  

As we move through 
life, it is so easy to assume 
that we will have a tomor-
row, or a next year, but sadly 
Trevor’s story reminds us 
that is not necessarily so.  
The good news is that by 
properly registering as a 
donor, you can give a tomor-
row to someone else who 
might otherwise not have 
one.  In 2009, there were 249 
organ donors in Ontario.  
So far in 2010 there have al-
ready been 226 living and 
deceased donors up from 
172 in 2006!  So far in 2010, 
460 transplants have taken 
place.  While these numbers 

are encouraging, the num-
bers of those on the wait 
list far exceed the number 
of actual donors, and trans-
plants.  If you stop and con-
sider how you could be help-
ing another person with life, 
what possible reason is there 
not to register?  Consider the 
joy Trevor has given to the 
families of the three people 
his donation saved, and the 
peace that Trevor’s family 
knows because of his gener-
osity.

For more informa-
tion on how to become a 
registered organ and tissue 
donor, go to www.giftoflife.
on.ca .

By Shayne Bedal
The Essex County Crier

Normally, this is 
where I would con-
tinue documenting 

my journey to improving my 
life.  However, today I was 
invited to document The 
Day For Life Golf Tourna-

ment.
At first I thought, “an-

other golf event”; until I was 
enlightened!  I was moved 
by the number of partici-
pants and generosity that 
flowed through the day.  All 
these people for a common 
purpose; to give life.  

It was quite obvious to 
see that most (if not all) of 
the golfers have achieved 
some sort of success.  It’s 
very easy to covet what’s not 
yours and I have to admit, 
that was my first feeling; de-
siring money and the free-
dom they had.

As I desire the same 
achievements, it’s clearly 
wrong to covet the ones 
who have earned them al-
ready.  Without these suc-
cessful people, A Day For 
Life would not exist.  In fact, 
low income people would be 
forced to pay more taxes to 
uphold our level of living.  
The wealthy pay the “lion’s 
share” taxes so lower income 
people have a better chance 
of survival.

I give thanks to anyone 
who’s earned financial suc-
cess.

FREEDOM




